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The Python tool grc is very useful to catch problems in logfiles by highlighting certain key‑
words and sections. It generic colourize text and can be used to colourize logfiles and
output of commands. It comes with a set of pre configured expressions and it can be con‑
figured via additional regular expressions.

• The Debian 9.13 Stretch version is 1.9-1
• The Debian 10 Buster version is 1.11.3-1
• The Debian 11 Bullseye version is 1.11.3-1.1
• It is developed on github under the GPLv2.

1 Installation

aptitude install grc
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http://kassiopeia.juls.savba.sk/~garabik/software/grc.html
https://github.com/garabik/grc
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2 Usage
Simplest:
1 grc netstat
2 grc ping hostname
3 grc tail /var/log/syslog
4 grc ps aux

Simple:

grc tail -f /var/log/apache2/error.log

Advanced:

Without grc:

tail -f myfile.log | perl -pe 's/SEVERE/\e[1;31m$&\e[0m/g'

And with grc for the first time:

mkdir ~/.grc
echo "regexp=SERVERE" > ~/.grc/myfile
echo "color=red" >> ~/.grc/myfile
grc -c myfile tail -f myfile.log

And with grc for the second time and all times:

grc -c myfile tail -f myfile.log

• The README.markdown document on github has more info on this.

• For other uses of coloring logfiles see tail andmultitail.

3 Links

4 History

Version Date Notes

0.1.1 2022‑05‑27 Update for Debian 11 Bullseye, 9.13 Stretch, change
shell to bash, +History, Link to tail, +commands

0.1.0 2020‑12‑17 Initial release
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http://kassiopeia.juls.savba.sk/~garabik/software/grc.html
http://kassiopeia.juls.savba.sk/~garabik/software/grc.html
http://kassiopeia.juls.savba.sk/~garabik/software/grc.html
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tail.html
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5 Disclaimer of Warranty
THERE IS NO WARRANTY FOR THIS INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS AND PROGRAMS, TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW.
EXCEPTWHENOTHERWISESTATED INWRITINGTHECOPYRIGHTHOLDERSAND/OROTHERPARTIESPROVIDETHE INFORMATION,DOC‑
UMENTOR THE PROGRAM “AS IS”WITHOUTWARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSEDOR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED
TO, THE IMPLIEDWARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE QUAL‑
ITY ANDPERFORMANCEOF THE INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS ANDPROGRAMS ISWITH YOU. SHOULDTHE INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS
OR PROGRAMS PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU ASSUME THE COST OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, REPAIR OR CORRECTION.

6 Limitation of Liability
INNOEVENTUNLESSREQUIREDBYAPPLICABLE LAWORAGREEDTO INWRITINGWILL ANYCOPYRIGHTHOLDER,ORANYOTHERPARTY
WHO MODIFIES AND/OR CONVEYS THE INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS OR PROGRAMS AS PERMITTED ABOVE, BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR
DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY
TO USE THE INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS OR PROGRAMS (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF DATA OR DATA BEING RENDERED
INACCURATE OR LOSSES SUSTAINED BY YOUOR THIRD PARTIES OR A FAILURE OF THE INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS OR PROGRAMS TO
OPERATE WITH ANY OTHER PROGRAMS), EVEN IF SUCH HOLDER OR OTHER PARTY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGES.
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